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The Award will be made in four 
quarterly grants of £5,000. The 
Writer will have privileged access to 
the expertise of the British Library’s 
curatorial staff and will be entitled to 
Membership of the British Library. 
On publication of the book the 
Centre will host a launch event at the 
British Library. The Eccles Centre 
and British Library’s support of this 
Award will be acknowledged in the 
book when published, and in any other 
publications, web articles or media 
features resulting from the Award.

The Award holder will have the 
opportunity to co-operate with the 
Head of the Eccles Centre to develop 
and facilitate activities and events 
related to their research. They will also 
be invited to promote public awareness 
of the Eccles Centre and its aims 
through the web, social media and  
in print.

The British Library holds one of  
world’s foremost collections of materials 
relating to the Americas, spanning 
many languages and types of material. 
Access to Library’s catalogue can 
be found at www.bl.uk. The Eccles 
Centre does not house a collection 
separate to that of the Library but the 
bibliographies on the Centre’s web 
pages provide a snapshot of some of  
the items in the Library’s collection.

Enquiries regarding both the Award  
and the America’s collections should  
be sent to the Eccles Centre:  
eccles-centre@bl.uk.

Eccles British Library  
Writer’s Award 2019

This Award of £20,000, sponsored by the Eccles Centre for American Studies 
at the British Library, is open to writers resident in the United Kingdom. Writers 
should be working on a non-fiction or fiction full-length book, written in the 
English language, the research for which requires that they make substantial use 
of the British Library’s collections relating to the Americas (North, Central and 
South America, and the Caribbean). The winner will hold the Eccles British Library 
Writer’s Award for a period of one year from 1 January 2019.



Benjamin Markovits 
(2015): 
Hot off the press in 
summer 2018, A Weekend 
in New York (Faber) 
is acclaimed novelist 
Markovits’ eighth book. 
Markovits is a past winner 
of the James Tait Black 
Prize for fiction, and has 
been described by The 
New Statesman as ‘a 
formidable voice…the 
bastard son of Philip Roth 
and A S Byatt.’

Andrea Wulf (2013):  
The Invention of Nature: 
The Adventures of 
Alexander von Humboldt, 
the Lost Hero of Science 
(Hodder & Stoughton, 
2015) was a New York 
Times Bestseller and one of 
its 10 Best Books of 2015. 
It won the Costa Biography 
Award in 2015, an LA 
Times Book Prize in 2016 
and was a finalist for the 
Kirkus Prize 2015 and the 
Andrew Carnegie Medals 
for Excellence in Fiction  
& Nonfiction 2016.

Olivia Laing (2014):  
The Lonely City: 
Adventures in the Art of 
Being Alone (Canongate, 
2016) was described 
by Peter Carey as 
‘continually unexpected, 
stimulating and 
beautifully structured’, 
and by the New York 
Times as ‘a daring and 
seductive book … [that] 
raises sophisticated 
questions about the 
experience of loneliness.’

A full list of the previous winners, together with a short film about how the Award 
supported Naomi Wood’s research, can be found at www.bl.uk/eccles-centre

Previous winners have included
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How to apply

Applications (no more than 5 pages) should: 

• Include a resumé of the book being written;

•  Include a brief CV;

•  Explain the nature and extent of the anticipated use of
the British Library’s collections relating to the Americas;

•  Propose ways that the project will promote awareness and
use of the British Library’s Americas collections;

•  Include evidence of an established publisher’s intention to publish
the finished book in hardcopy;

• Be submitted before 17.00 on Friday 31 August 2018.

Applications should be submitted by email attachment to 
eccles-centre@bl.uk

The judges reserve the right to request further information, including 
full book proposals, at a later stage of the application process.

Eccles Centre for American Studies 
The British Library 
96 Euston Road 
London NW1 2DB

T +44 (0)20 7412 7551/7757 
eccles-centre@bl.uk 
www.bl.uk/eccles-centre
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